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HEAD START DAY CARE CENTER
PROVES SUCCESSFUL AT UM
By Vivian Todhunter
UM Information Services

MISSOULA-A new Head Start Day Care Center, which began operations at the University of Montana
last fall through the combined efforts of the UM Department of Home Economics and Head
Start, proved to be such a success that the center v/ill continue operations at least
through winter quarter on the Missoula campus.
The Day Care Center, located in the basement of the UM Women’s Center, provides all-day
care for 15 children whose parents have low incomes.

Most of the parents are students at

the University.
For years the UM Department of Home Economics has operated a nursery school and kinder
garten as part of a training program for University students in child development classes.
The students work in the nursery and kindergarten and observe the children's activities.
formerly
But the nursery and kindergarten operate only a few hours each day, which/limited
the amount of observation time for UH students, explained Mrs. Joan Christopherson,
nursery school director.
The home economics department obtained additional space for day care youngsters, and
a corresponding increase in the observation time, when some recreational facilities
located in the Women's Center were moved to the University Center.
Mrs. Sara Steensland, chairman of the UM home economics department, and Mrs. Christopherson
approached the directors of the federally funded Head Start program in Missoula about using
the extra space for a day care center.
more
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"The whole idea was

accepted very warmly by both the directors of the program and the

parents of the day care youngsters,”said Mrs. Constance
Start Day Care Program in Missoula.

"We had

Fichtler, director of the Head

been hoping to enlarge our facilities, but it

takes a lot of money."
The home economics department at UM agreed to provide the space, kitchen facilities
and janitorial services for the Day Care Center, and Head Start agreed

to provide the

teacher and an aide to assist in the program.
On the first day of University classes last fall the first of the children arrived for
their opening session in the Head Start Day Care Center at UM.
Breakfast is served to some day care children who arrive early, and all eat lunch at
the Day Care Center.

During the morning, the children join in the activities of the

nursery school, then after lunch they cuddle up on child-sized cots for naps before late
afternoon play..
Some parents were worried because they thought

that they would not be able to leave

their children at the Day Care Center during University vacation periods.

But- that has

been worked out.
Mrs. Fichtler explained that since many parents are students, they stay at home in
Missoula during school vacations.

And, she added, the facility will remain open during

vacations if enough Head Start children need the day care facilities at those times.
If only a few children need care at those times, they can be taken to theother Head
Start Day Care Center, 300 E. Main St., Missoula.
So far, the program seems to be working out for everyone concerned.
Mrs. Fichtler said parents of day care
University, since many are students

children are happy to have a facility at the

or work near the school.

University students enrolled in child-care classes have extended observation periods
because of the UM Day Care Center, as well as the additional experience ofseeing
in a broader environment than that of a nursery school.
more
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And the day care children are not only cared for, but are

included in the educational

experiences of the nursery school.
Parents interested in enrolling their youngsters in the day care program may contact
!Irs. Constance Fichtler, 300 E. Main, Missoula, Mont. 59801.
Mrs. Jan Roberts is regional training officer for Head Start in the UM home economics
department.
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